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Dear Parents/Carers, 

How is it December already? This school year is really  

flying by! The task for this past month has been to not  

allow distractions of any coronavirus cases and the work 

on the school roof, distract from the learning the children 

are doing in the classroom. I firmly believe we have  

completed that task excellently due to the hard work and 

efforts of the children, parents and staff.  

A few months ago it appeared that when Christmas was 

fast approaching, it would be difficult to safely have our 

usual annual Christmas events. Thankfully, due to some 

careful planning, you can see below that almost all our 

events can still take place in a ‘Covid safe’ way. I’m so glad 

that the children will not be missing out this year and we 

can look forward to all those dates.  

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

Mr Elliott - Headteacher 

Attendance 

Attendance so far this year 

School attendance so far this year is 

 

School Attendance Matters 

Class Percentage Position 

Reception 93.1%  

Year 1 96.0% 3rd 

Year 2 97.4% 2nd 

Year 3 91.9%  

Year 4 97.7% 1st 

Year 5 93.4%  

Year 6 91.9%  

Dates for the Diary 

 

Wed 9th Dec - RC parental consultation  

Fri 11th Dec - Children Jumper Day 

Fri 11th Dec - Christmas Lunch Day 

Mon 14th Dec - Good to be Green assembly 

Mon 14th Dec - Year 1/2 Christmas Party Day 

Mon 14th Dec - Rec/Nur Christmas Party Day 

Tues 15th Dec - Year 3/4 Christmas Party Day 

Wed 16th Dec - Year 5/6 Christmas Party Day 

Thurs 17th Dec - Christmas Raffle Draw 

Fri 18th Dec - Christmas Concert Video Launch 

Fri 18th Dec - School Closes for Christmas 

Tues 5th Jan - School Opens  

Purple Mash 

I am sure by now most of you are becoming very familiar with 

the Purple Mash computer programme. We are using this  

interactive learning website in a number of ways. It is used in 

school so the children can improve their computing skills, it is 

used for the majority of homework that is set for children to do 

each week and it is will be used for any remote learning.  

Remote learning is school work that is put onto Purple Mash for 

the children to complete if they are at home because they are 

self-isolating.  

If you have any problems using Purple 

Mash, please contact school to speak 

with your child’s class teacher who 

will be happy to help.       



  

 

Its has been a brilliant month for Year 4 in  

November! They really have settled in well at the 

Barnsley Road site and it is as if they have always 

been there. Amongst a huge range of other 

learning, they have created some wonderful 

work for World Kindness Day and had a live 

zoom session with author Huzma Arhsad!  

Well done children! 

Designated Safeguarding Leaders 

Senior DSL - Mr Elliott 

Deputy DSLs - Mrs Rashid, Mrs Shepherd, Miss Abernethy 

 Covid - 19 

This year has been a learning curve for both parents and staff to 

find a way to keep the children and everyone else as safe as  

possible from coronavirus. This has meant many phone calls, 

letters and conversations between school and home to make the 

best decision about children being in the building, going for a 

Covid-19 test or learning from home.  

I would like to thank you for understanding how difficult it is to get 

these decisions right and that we are trying our absolute best for 

everyone involved. Please rest assured that everyone’s safety 

comes first above everything else. 

COVID Updates 

 

Thank you to all our parents who are adopting a very safe and sensible approach to the current situation. 

If families are struggling to book a COVID test for their child or children, Wakefield Council have suggested you try Conex-

us. This is a local testing service on 01924 224497 (and includes assisted swabbing service for parents who are struggling to 

swab their child). 

 

The national programme (despite challenges) will often have slots appearing if parents/ staff keep trying: https://

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

New Chief Executive Officer 

As part of Enhance Academy Trust, we are part of 

a group of 10 primary academies and a post 16 

college. Over the past 8 year, the Trust has been 

led by our CEO Kevin Jones. However, Kevin has 

decided to retire at the end of the year and we 

will miss him greatly.  

We are happy to welcome our new CEO from  

January, Mark Randall. He has already visited  

Sandal Magna and is excited to begin working 

closely with our school and others in the Trust. 
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